
ORANGE COUNTY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
 

MINUTES 
 

March 19, 2008 
 
A regular meeting of the Orange County Industrial Development Agency was convened in public session on March 19, 2008 at 
3:00 P.M. at the County Government Center, Goshen, in Orange County, New York. 
 
 
The meeting was called to order by the Chairman, James Petro, and upon roll being called, the following were 
 

PRESENT: James Petro, John Steinberg, Robert Armistead, Henry Van Leeuwen, Daniel 
Coleman 

 
ABSENT: Stephen Brescia 
   
ALSO PRESENT: William Trimble – Executive Director 
   Edda Eller – Recording Secretary 
   Joel Kleiman – Chief Financial Officer 
   Phil Crotty – Attorney    
   Lorrie Dana – Secretary to Executive Director 
   Ed Diana – Orange County Executive 
   Maureen Halahan – Orange County Partnership 
   Mike Torelli – Empire State Development 
   R.J. Smith, David Hawkins, Brian Caplicici – Matthews Street Properties, LLC 
   Tony Marino, Bill Lahey, Frank Fornario – Orange County Legislator   

Stuart Turner – Turner Miller Group 
Charlie Schachter – Harris Beach 
Douglas Bloomfield – Town of Goshen Supervisor 
Pete Berman – The Ruby Group 
Gregory J. Shaw – Shaw Engineering 
Marie Condoluci – County Law Department 
Sandra Kissam – SPARC 
Jason McGovern – DL Hawkins 
Irwin Glenn – Orange County Capital Development Corp. 

   Michael Levensohn – Times Herald-Record 
Karen Khejl, Diane Newlander, Faith Adams-Frishberg, Jane Johnson,  
Judy New – Orange County Residents 

 
 

Chairman James Petro asked for a motion to approve the February 20, 2008 minutes.  Henry Van Leeuwen made a motion 
seconded by Robert Armistead to approve minutes as presented.  Affirmative votes of all members present resulted in motion 
carried. 
 
Chief Financial Officer, Joel Kleiman, presented the financial report for February 2008, stating that revenue and expenses are right 
on course.  He handed out to members information on the IDA’s maturing CD’s, noting that Orange County Trust Company’s 
money market has a guarantied rate of 3% until August 2008.  Also presented were receivables and vouchers paid as follows:  
Received from Airport Properties II $5,000 application fee;  vouchers and payments to:  Phil Crotty for legal fees January 2008 
$6,422.50, Turner Miller Group for Stewart Lands $7,782.04, Turner Miller Group for Stewart Lands $2,700.00.  Henry Van 
Leeuwen made a motion seconded by John Steinberg to approve financial report and vouchers and payments as presented.  
Affirmative votes of all members present resulted in motion carried.   
 
Greg Shaw of Shaw Engineering presented a site map of the 58 acres at Stewart International Airport the IDA is planning to 
acquire.  The project will include three office buildings in each town (Towns of Newburgh and New Windsor) ranging in size 
from two to four stories and from 21,500 to 71,000 square feet (268,700 total square feet).  Stuart Turner of Turner Miller Group, 
planner for the IDA project, also gave a brief update.  A Memorandum, prepared by Turner Miller Group with a preliminary 
timeline for the completion of State Environmental Review Process, was included in agenda packets for IDA members. 
 
Presented was a nomination to appoint John Steinberg to fill the vacancy on the Land Development Committee. Robert Armistead 
made a motion seconded by Daniel Coleman to accept the nomination of John Steinberg.  Affirmative votes of all members 
present resulted in motion carried. 



 
 
 
 
Presented was a Resolution approving additional survey work for Stewart Land 58-acres project.  The project engineer, Greg 
Shaw, P.E., has concluded that additional survey work is necessary in order to complete the subdivision and site plan.  The 
surveying company, Ausfeld & Waldruff, has done the prior work on the project in a timely manner and has submitted a 
responsive proposal for the present work in the amount of $13,800.00.  Robert Armistead made a motion to authorize additional 
survey work to be performed by Ausfeld & Waldruff in the amount of $13,800.00 as requested by the project engineer.  John 
Steinberg seconded the motion and affirmative votes of all members present resulted in motion carried. 
 
Chairman Petro informed members of the Public Hearing held on March 5, 2008 regarding Matthews Street Properties, LLC 
application to IDA for an Enhanced PILOT.  Out of about 40 people attending, 18 Goshen officials and residents spoke out 
against the largest of the tax breaks, an enhanced payment-in-lieu-of-taxes arrangement which would phase in the building’s 
property taxes over the course of a decade.  Speakers said that in their community, half of the properties are already off the tax 
roll, and they are opposed to handing out additional tax breaks, especially to help a business that is simply moving across the 
street.  Meeting minutes of the Public Hearing were included in the agenda packet to members. 
 
R.J. Smith of Matthews Street Properties was recognized and offered his firm’s side of the story. Goshen’s high tax rates would 
put the new building’s tax bill at more than $6 a square foot, making the rent prohibitively high for possible tenants.  He proposed 
a compromise, a payment in lieu of taxes worth about half as much as the enhanced version.  He also offered to work with the 
town, village and school districts to attract businesses and build up the local tax base at no cost. 
 
It was decided to table the Final Resolution for Matthews Street Properties at this time until further discussion and to go over the 
Public Hearing Minutes first before making a decision.  Phil Crotty and Charlie Schachter of Harris Beach suggested a revised 
Resolution granting the project two smaller tax breaks covering mortgage recording tax and sales tax on building material.  Henry 
Van Leeuwen made a motion to accept the revised Resolution and Daniel Coleman seconded motion.  With five ayes and one 
abstention, motion carried. 
 
Recognized was Irwin Glenn, the new managing director of the Orange County Capital Development Corp. and administrator of 
the Angel Investor Group.  He said he has 18 years of experience in turning small, start-up companies into big companies and 
personally has done 13 Angel investments.  In April, the Angel Network will move out of the Orange County Partnership’s office 
in Goshen and into Hudson Valley Economic Development Corp.’s headquarters in New Windsor.  The organization will also get 
a new name: Hudson Valley Angel Investors.   Dutchess County has built an Angel Network on Orange County’s model, and 
Irwin Glenn said they want to go regional to include Putnam, Columbia and Greene counties.  Henry Van Leeuwen asked to 
present members with a breakdown of monies at the next meeting.  Ed Diana, Orange County Executive, made Glenn aware that 
the IDA money given to the OCCDC is, in the end, Orange County money and he would like to see a complete report.  Glenn 
responded that he will supply the requested information at the next meeting. 
 
Audit Committee Chairman, Robert Armistead, presented a Resolution to accept Nugent & Haeussler as their auditor for the 2007 
financials and related forms and documents to be prepared as required for the OCIDA.  Daniel Coleman made a motion to accept 
the Resolution as presented.  Henry Van Leeuwen seconded motion and affirmative votes of all members present resulted in 
motion carried. 
 
Recognized was Douglas Bloomfield, Town of Goshen Supervisor, addressing members and guests regarding the Matthews Street 
Properties project.  He said that 40 people genuinely did their job at the public hearing on March 5, 2008.  He told the Board 
Members that 52% of the Village is tax exempt, so 48% of the town is paying 100% of the taxes. People cannot stand any more 
tax.  He said to look at what the IDA is supposed to do, and this application does not create jobs.  He said IDA has a very difficult 
task and thanked them all for the job they are doing. 
 
Sandra Kissam of SPARC was also recognized, thanking the board for creating a public comments section on the agenda and 
acknowledging this was a very good idea. 
 
Henry Van Leeuwen made a motion seconded by Daniel Coleman that this meeting be duly adjourned, the time being 4:20 p.m. 
 
 
Edda Eller 
Recording Secretary 


