
ORANGE COUNTY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
 

MINUTES 
 

June 18, 2008 
 
A regular meeting of the Orange County Industrial Development Agency was convened in public session on June 18, 2008 at 3:00 
P.M. at the County Government Center, Goshen, in Orange County, New York. 
 
 
The meeting was called to order by the Chairman, James Petro, and upon roll being called, the following were 
 

PRESENT: James Petro, Robert Armistead, Henry Van Leeuwen, Stephen Brescia, 
 John Steinberg 
ABSENT: Daniel Coleman 
   
ALSO PRESENT: James O’Donnell – Interim Executive Director 
 Lorrie Dana – Secretary to Executive Director 
  Edda Eller – Recording Secretary 
   Joel Kleiman – Chief Financial Officer 
   Phil Crotty – Attorney    
   Judy Eurich, Marge LaPerle – Orange County Partnership 

Irwin Glenn – Orange County Capital Development Corp.    
Betty Sybesma, Bob Sybesma – North Jersey Trailer 
Pete Berman – Ruby Group 
Barbara Berger – Pietrzak & Phau 
Rob Lunski, Angie Perez-Ramos – GET 
Richard O’Beirne – Airport Properties, LLC 
Laurence Fabian – Trans 21 
Richard Drake Esq., Gary Drumheller – Hudson Valley Crossing 
Christopher Bette – First Columbia 
Bill Lahey – Orange County Legislature 
Jennifer Stiles – Mid Hudson News 

   Michael Levensohn – Times Herald-Record 
   Sandra Kissam - SPARC 
 

Chairman James Petro asked for a motion to approve May 21, 2008 minutes.  John Steinberg made a motion seconded by Henry 
Van Leeuwen to approve minutes as presented.  Affirmative votes of all members present resulted in motion carried. 
 
Chief Financial Officer, Joel Kleiman, presented the financial report for May 2008 stating that 37% of budget revenue has been 
received and expenditures have been ahead of revenue by 32% of budget.  He noted that the audit committee voted on a CD 
maturing on June 18th to be added to the money market account currently with Orange County Trust Co. at a 3% interest rate.  
Also presented were vouchers and payments as follows:  Received application fees from the following: North Jersey Trailer & 
Truck Service $5,000.00, First Columbia LLC $5,000.00, West Point Housing LLC $5,000.00 and Hudson Valley Crossing LLC 
$5,000.00; voucher and payments to:  Orange County Partnership $50,000.00 for 2nd quarter, Orange County Commissioner of 
Finance $3,787.42 balance and closeout of Comprehensive Plan, Harris Beach PLLC $2,500.00 pass thru application fee for North 
Jersey Trailer & Truck Service, Harris Beach PLLC $2,500.00 pass thru application fee for First Columbia LLC, Philip Crotty 
$6,965.00 legal fees for April 2008.  Robert Armistead made a motion seconded by Henry Van Leeuwen to approve financial 
report and vouchers and payments as presented.  Affirmative votes of all members present resulted in motion carried.   
 
Joel Kleiman also reviewed the financial audit for the year ending December 31, 2007 which can be reviewed at the Orange 
County website.  Highlights are on page three showing an increase in net assets.  Page four shows comparison of 2006 and 2007.  
Robert Armistead made a motion seconded by Henry Van Leeuwen to accept audit as presented.  Affirmative votes of all 
members present resulted in motion carried. 
 
Attorney Philip Crotty was asked to read the following statement:  Whereas, the IDA Executive Director has retired as of May 31, 
2008; and whereas this IDA needs an acting Executive Director to comply with the PAAA and other statutes, until such time as 
the next Executive Director is appointed.  Now therefore be it resolved that James D. O’Donnell be appointed Acting Executive 
Director, and be compensated at the rate of $1,000.00 per month, effective June 1, 2008.  James Petro noted that a Resolution is 
needed.  Stephen Brescia made a motion seconded by Henry Van Leeuwen to appoint James D. O’Donnell as Acting Executive 
Director.  Affirmative votes of all members present resulted in motion carried. 
 



Acting Director James O’Donnell reported that copies of the 2007 Audit have been duly distributed to Orange County officials 
according to the Public Authorities Accountability Act. 
 
Before recognizing Richard O’Beirne of Airport Properties VIII, the IDA Attorney Phillip Crotty pointed out for the record that 
IDA member Robert Armistead has disclosed that he has a financial interest in Airport Properties VIII and that he is exiting the 
room and will not participate in any discussion or voting regarding the application for IDA financing.  After Robert Armistead left 
the room, Richard O’Beirne presented a rendering of the hotel, stating that it would have approximately 87 rooms and employ 25-
30 employees.  A letter from New Windsor Town Supervisor, George Green, supporting this project was included in the IDA’s 
packet to members.   
 
Recognized was Christopher Bette of First Columbia LLC informing members that he has been at Stewart since 199,9 and two 
years ago he completed the last building, which is 100% occupied.  He is requesting the IDA’s assistance in enhanced Sales Tax 
and Mortgage Tax in the construction of an approximately 20,000 square-foot, one and one-half story office facility to be used by 
the Company as a professional office building employing approximately 70-80 people.  A letter supporting this project by New 
Windsor Supervisor George Green was included in the packet for members.  A Resolution was presented accepting the application 
of First Columbia LLC describing the forms of financial assistance being contemplated by the Orange County IDA with respect to 
such project and authorizing a public hearing to such project.  Robert Armistead made a motion seconded by Stephen Brescia to 
accept Resolution as presented.  Affirmative votes of all members present resulted in motion carried. 
 
Recognized was Robert Sybesma of North Jersey Trailer and Truck Service informing members that they have been a 
manufacturing facility in New Jersey for 16 years with 55 employees.  They plan to build a 16,000-square-foot, $2 million truck-
customization business on Route 17M in the Town of Goshen and initially employ six or seven people.  James Petro told him it 
would be a good idea to get a letter from the Town of Goshen supporting this project.   
 
Presented was a Resolution accepting the application of North Jersey Trailer & Truck Service, Inc. describing the forms of 
financial assistance being contemplated by the Orange County Industrial Development Agency and authorizing a public hearing. 
Stephen Brescia made a motion to accept Resolution as presented.  Henry Van Leeuwen seconded motion and affirmative votes of 
all members present resulted in motion carried. 
 
Recognized was Gary Drumheller of Hudson Valley Crossing LLC informing members of their plan to begin site work next week 
on the 138-acre parcel off Neelytown Road, then commence construction of a 600,000-square-foot building.  He expects the 
project to create 300 to 500 jobs, with distribution and manufacturing the likely uses.  Chairman James Petro said the size of the 
property tax break the project receives will likely depend on the types of users it attracts, since manufacturers qualify for more 
lucrative breaks than warehouses. They could start with a 485-b option, and the chairman also stated it would be a good idea to get 
a letter from the Town of Hamptonburgh approving the project. 
 
Presented was a Resolution accepting the application of Hudson Valley Crossing, LLC describing the forms of financial assistance 
being contemplated by the Orange County Industrial Development Agency and authorizing a public hearing.  Henry Van Leeuwen 
made a motion seconded by John Steinberg to accept Resolution as presented.  Affirmative votes of all present resulted in motion 
carried. 
 
Recognized was Rob Lunski of Gateway to Entrepreneurial Tomorrow thanking members for their financial support.  They 
recently opened a new office in Newburgh, adding a full time employee, and are now working on 37 projects. 
 
Members were informed that the reimbursement for a $250,000 grant to the airport was submitted last week and is being 
reviewed.  The IDA will only get back what was spent within the time period stated in the grant. 
 
Presented was a Resolution authorizing execution of a replacement MOU for 284-acres on the west side of Drury Lane and 
updated appraisals.  The IDA attorney has contacted the appraisers and obtained prices for updated appraisals in the amount of 
$6,500 for both appraisals.  John Steinberg made a motion authorizing the IDA Chairman to execute the MOU with ESDC for 
283-284 acres on the west side of Drury Lane, with the purchase price to be entered into the MOU upon further agreement 
between the parties after the appraisals are in hand, and the payment of $198,249 be paid at that time; the Chairman is authorized 
to counter-sign proposals for two appraisals in the amount of $6,500.  Henry Van Leeuwen seconded motion and affirmative votes 
of all members present resulted in motion carried. 
 
Philip Crotty informed members that the lawsuit Pasquale Monti v. Orange County IDA is still out there.  A letter received from 
the Law Office of Michael M. Emminger was included in packet for members prior to today’s meeting. 
 
Presented was a Resolution whereas, the New York Susquehanna and Western Railway Corp. in the year 1989 requested the 
Orange County IDA to assist it in a project in the Town of Hamptonburgh, County of Orange and State of New York to assist in 
the construction of a new railroad right-of-way in connecting railway in the Town of Hamptonburgh.  The project has been 
completed and the interest of the Orange County IDA has terminated in the said real property and it is proper that a Deed be 



returned to the appropriate Corporation, the former owner of the premises.  The Orange County IDA does hereby appoint its 
Chairman to execute the Deed conveying the premises and returning the same to the New York Susquehanna and Western 
Railway Corp. and authorizes the Secretary and all other persons pursuant to this Resolution now adopted to authorize and execute 
delivery and filing of said Deed of conveyance, and it is intended that the Resolution take effect immediately.  John Steinberg 
made a motion seconded by Henry Van Leeuwen to accept Resolution as presented.  Affirmative votes of all members present 
resulted in motion carried. 
 
Stephen Brescia reported that at the last Governance Committee meeting it was decided to change the application fee structure.  A  
Resolution approving a revision to the IDA application fees was presented.  Whereas, the IDA Chairman has requested the 
Governance Committee to consider a restatement to the existing application fee with regard to applicants which do not seek or 
qualify for the enhanced PILOT offered by this IDA or for the State’s 485-b program.  The restated fee for such applicants would 
be one-half of one percent (.5%) for the first two million dollars ($2,000,000) instead of the existing one percent (1%); and 
whereas, the Governance Committee Chairman has called a committee meeting to consider the request, and the Governance 
Committee endorses the proposed revision.  Stephen Brescia made a motion seconded by Henry Van Leeuwen to accept 
Resolution as presented.  Affirmative votes of all members present resulted in motion carried. 
 
Presented was a Resolution for West Point Housing, LLC project accepting the application describing the forms of financial 
assistance being contemplated by the Orange County IDA and authorizing a public hearing with respect to such project.  The 
project consisting of an approximately 250-acre parcel of land located on federal lands at the United States Military Academy at 
West Point in the Town of Highlands, Orange County, New York together with the existing improvements thereon of 964 housing 
units, the demolition or razing of approximately 196 of the housing units and the renovation, upgrading and refurbishing the 
approximately 666 remaining housing units and the construction on the land of approximately 158 new housing units for a total of 
824 housing units to be used by the Company as a facility to provide housing for active cadets and academic staff at West Point 
Military Academy.  Henry Van Leeuwen made a motion to accept Resolution as presented.  Robert Armistead seconded motion 
and affirmative votes of all members present resulted in motion carried. 
 
After Chairman James Petro asked if there are any public comments before adjourning this meeting, Sandra Kissam of SPARC 
had a few questions.  She was wondering if the 58 acres at Stewart would be taken over by the Port Authority and if the 283 acres 
the IDA is planning to purchase would be developed.  James Petro answered that the entire 283-acre parcel is not suitable for 
development.    
 
Henry Van Leeuwen made a motion that this meeting be duly adjourned, the time being 4:40 p.m. 
 
 
Edda Eller 
Recording Secretary 


