








 

May 7, 2026 

 

Orange County Funding Corporation 

Orange County Industrial Development Agency  

4 Crotty Lane, Suite 100 

New Windsor, New York 12553 

 

Dear Mr. Crist and the Board of the Orange County Funding Corporation, 

 

Following the Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s abrupt closure of the Newburgh-Beacon 

Ferry service, I write in support of the Save the Ferry coalition’s proposal to pilot a seasonal 

weekend ferry service in 2026. Funding for the pilot from the Orange County Funding Corporation 

would support a ferry service for three days a week from June to October. The pilot can track 

ridership and economic impact which can ultimately be used to develop a long-term plan to bring the 

ferry back permanently.  

 

Prior to the closure, the Newburgh-Beacon Ferry provided a crucial cross-river connection for those 

seeking convenient, efficient, and reliable access to Metro-North trains. The permanent loss of ferry 

service will be incredibly disruptive to commuters and cut off Hudson Valley residents from yet 

another public transportation mode, as well as harm regional tourism and economic development; 

further isolating Newburgh and Beacon from tourists that travel north from New York City and the 

capital that they bring to our region.  

 

The Hudson Valley is experiencing significant growth. The state and federal government are both 

investing millions to develop new housing in both Beacon and Newburgh. With this momentum, 

access to reliable and expanded public transit is more essential than ever. Limiting or removing 

transit options in the midst of this growth not only undermines the region’s progress but also betrays 

public trust. People are told that these investments would create more connected, accessible 

communities—yet reducing transit service moves us in the opposite direction. It sends the wrong 

message to those who have chosen to live in the Hudson Valley and contradicts the very goals of 

sustainable regional development. We need to improve public transit in the Hudson Valley, and we 

can do this, in part, through the Save the Ferry coalition’s weekend pilot program. 

 

Since last summer, when the public was made aware of the closure, the community response has 

been resounding, unified, and unwavering: do not take away our ferry. This pilot would be an 

opportunity to demonstrate demand and economic value of the ferry for both commuters and 

recreational riders alike. Your full and fair consideration of this request, consistent with current laws, 

rules, regulations, and agency policy, is appreciated. 

 

Sincerely, 

M 
Patrick K. Ryan 

Member of Congress 

PKR/npl 


